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Dear Sir: 



Applicants hereby request the filing of a continuation application in accordance with the provisions of 37 
C.F.R. 1.53(b)(1) of the below-identified prior application. 

The prior application is identified as follows: 

1 . Serial number: 09/444,083 

2. Filing Date: November 22, 1999 

3. Title as originally filed: Absorbent Articles With Refastenable Side Seams 

4. Applicants as originally filed: Amy L. Fletcher; Lisa Ann Dimitrijevs; Christopher Peter Olson; 

Kathleen Irene Ratliff; Shirlee Ann Weber; and Susan Lee West 

5. Address of First Named Applicant in Prior Application: 4300 North Woodridge Drive 

Appleton, Wl 54913-6398 

6. Correspondence Address of Prior Application: Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc. 

401 North Lake Street 
Neenah, Wl 54957-0349 



The prior application is currently pending before Examiner Jacqueline F. Stephens in Group 3761. The 
entirety of the prior application is hereby incorporated by reference in this application. 
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Enclosed is a copy, as originally filed, of the above-identified prior application which includes thirty-six 
(36) pages of specification, the specification including a one (1) page Abstract, twenty-nine (29) claims, 
and six (6) sheets of drawings. 

This application is filed by the same inventors named in the prior application. 

Also enclosed is a copy of the Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney showing the signatures of 
the inventors in the prior application. If applicable, a copy of any amendments referred to in the oath or 
declaration is also enclosed. 

Please amend the specification of this application by inserting, at the beginning thereof, the following: 

- This application is a continuation of application serial number 09/444,083 entitled Absorbent Articles 
With Refastenable Side Seams and filed in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on November 22, 
1999. The entirety of application serial number 09/444,083 is hereby incorporated by reference. - 

Additionally, please cancel claims 20 and 22 - 29 of this application. 

The filing fee, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.16(a), (b), (c) and (d), has been calculated, after entry, if 
applicable, of any amendments, as follows: 

Number Filed Number Extra Rate Fee 

Total Claims 35 -20 - Q x 18 (fee $0 00 

code 1202)= * 

Independent 5 -3 - Q x 84 (fee $n 00 

Claims code 1201)= v * 

First Presentation of Multiple Dependent Claims + 280 (fee Cn 00 

code 1203)= * " 



Base Fee $750.00 
(fee code 
1001) 

T0TAL $750.00 



Please charge Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc. deposit account number 1 1-0875 for (1) the filing fee 
indicated in the TOTAL above; and (2) any patent application processing fees required under 
37 C.F.R. 1.17. 

In the event the filing fee indicated in the TOTAL above has been incorrectly calculated, please charge 
any additional filing fee or credit any excess in the filing fee to Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc. deposit 
account number 1 1-0875. 

Please address all correspondence to the correspondence address associated with Customer Number 
23556. 
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This transmittal letter is submitted in duplicate. 

The undersigned may be reached at telephone number (920) 721-7844 or fax number (920) 721-3129. 
Respectfully submitted, 
AMY L FLETCHER, ETAL. 



By: y.???.fL 




H. Michael Kubicki 
Registration No.: 51,235 



CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 

I, Mary L. Roberts, hereby certify that on September 30, 2003 this document is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service, postage prepaid, Express Mail No. ET878580052US in an envelope 
addressed to: Mail Stop Patent Application, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 



By: ' ^rVkLK » &vfep.lr>f ,tfes 
Mary L. RobeWs 
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PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of: A. L. Fletcher et al. 

Serial No.: Not Yet Assigned Group No: Unknown 

Filed: November 22, 1999 Examiner: Unknown 

For: ABSORBENT ARTICLES WITH REFASTENABLE SIDE SEAMS 



BOX PATENT APPLICATION 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 



EXPRESS MAIL CERTIFICATE 



"Express Mail" label number: EJ145568046US 



Date of deposit: November 22, 1999 



I hereby certify that the following attached paper or fee 



Six (6) Sheets of Drawing 



is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. 1.10 on the date indicated above and addressed to BOX 
PATENT APPLICATION, the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Note: Each paper must have its own certificate and the "Express Mail" label number as a part thereof or attached 
thereto. When, as here, the certification is presented on a separate sheet, that sheet must (1) be sign d 
and (2) fully identify and be securely attached to the paper or fee it accompanies. Identification 
should include the serial number and filing date of the application as well as the type of paper being filed, 
e.g., complete application, specification and drawings, responses to rejection or refusal, notice of appeal! 
etc. If the serial number of the application is not known, the identification should include at least the name 
of the inventor(s) and the title of the invention. 

Note: The label number need not be placed on each page, it should, however, be placed on the first page of 

each separate document, such as, a new application, amendment, assignment, and transmittal letter for a 
fee, along with the certificate of mailing by "Express Mail". Although the label number may be on checks, 
such a practice is not required. In order not to deface formal drawings, it is suggested that the label number 
be placed on the back of each formal drawing or the drawings be accompanied by a set of informal 
drawings on which the label number is placed. 



Judy Garot 



(Typed or printed name of person mailing paper or fee) 




(Express Mail Certificate [8-3]) 



